
STATE OF CALIFORNIA    NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY  ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor

CONSERVATION IS WISE-KEEP CALIFORNIA GREEN AND GOLDEN 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO CONSERVE ENERGY.  FOR TIPS AND INFORMATION, VISIT “FLEX YOUR POWER” AT WWW.CA.GOV.

 DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY AND FIRE PROTECTION 
  Office of the State Fire Marshal 

P.O. Box 944246 
  SACRAMENTO, CA  94244-2460 
  (916) 445-8200
  Website: www.fire.ca.gov

August 23, 2010 

Dear Gas Station Owners/Operators:

This letter is to inform you of a potential fire hazard involving Vapor System 
Technologies (VST) nozzles (Model VST-EVR-NB) installed in your station(s).  Some VST 
nozzles have allowed gasoline to be unexpectedly sprayed before the nozzle is inserted 
into the vehicle.  These events occur when the hold-open latch does not disengage 
following the prior refueling.  To date thirteen (13) spraying incidents have been reported 
and confirmed by the California Air Resources Board (ARB).  Seven (7) of these incidents 
involved consumers being sprayed with gasoline.  

Spraying of gasoline is a highly dangerous fire and safety hazard.  Therefore the Office of 
the State Fire Marshal (OSFM) and ARB have suspended enforcement of Health and 
Safety Code Section 41960.6 which requires nozzles to be equipped with a hold-open 
latch.  This action only applies to VST brand nozzles referenced above.  Furthermore, as 
authorized by Health and Safety Code Section 41956.1(b), the OSFM has determined that 
the VST nozzle, as currently certified with the hold-open latch, has created a hazard to the 
public health and welfare.  The OSFM and ARB have revised their certification of the VST 
nozzle to require the hold-open latch be removed from the nozzle. 

To ensure public safety and allow the approximately 3,000 gasoline stations equipped with 
VST nozzles to continue their operations, the OSFM hereby mandates that the hold-
open latch be removed from all VST nozzles.  Gasoline stations with VST nozzles must 
have the hold-open latch removed in order to remain in operation.  It should be noted that 
the removal of the hold-open latch does not exempt gasoline station owners/operators 
from complying with the ARB mandated inspection requirements.

As a station owner or operator, you are obligated to remove the hold-open latches at your 
station by October 15, 2010 in order to remain in operation.  The removal must be 
performed by competent personnel, such as certified service station contractors.  You may 
also wish to contact VST to ascertain their willingness to perform the latch removal.

The ARB is currently working with VST and other manufacturers on replacement nozzles. 
When these replacement nozzles become available, they will provide the station owners 
the option of replacing their current VST nozzles with a nozzle that provides a hold-open 
latch for their customers.  
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Please complete and sign the attached form demonstrating compliance with the 
mandate and return it to ARB at the address shown on the form.  Failure to remove the 
hold-open latches by October 15, 2010 will subject gasoline stations to enforcement 
actions by the local fire authority. 

We also strongly recommend that you post the attached sign or a similar warning on 
the dispensers to advise the public not to use objects to engage the nozzle trigger for 
fueling.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter.  If you have any questions or 
need further information, please contact James Parsegian, Senior Deputy State Fire 
Marshal, Fire Engineering Division at (916) 445-8415 or james.parsegian@fire.ca.gov. 

Sincerely, 

TONYA L. HOOVER 
Acting State Fire Marshal 

Attachments 



PROOF OF COMPLIANCE 

To mitigate a potential fire hazard with the Vapor Systems Technologies (VST) gasoline 
nozzles model VST-EVR-NB, the Office of the State Fire Marshal (OSFM) has 
mandated the removal of the hold-open latch.  Failure to remove the hold-open latches 
by October 15, 2010 will subject gasoline stations to enforcement actions by the local 
fire authority. 

 Hold Open Latches Removed 

    Latch Removed by VST Representative  

    Latch Removed by Service Contractor  

 Hold Open Latches Not Removed 

    Owner/Operator Refused 

    Person in Authority Not Available 

    Other ____________________________ 

Station Name 

 Station Address (Street) City and Zip Code 

Signature and Printed Name of Station Owner/Operator/Representative        Date 

Signature, Printed Name, and Business Affiliation of Latch Removal Technician/Contractor Date 

Original Signed Form Must Be Returned to 
Air Resources Board 

 Monitoring and Laboratory Division 
P. O. Box 2815, Sacramento, CA 95812-2815 

ATTN: VST Hold-Open Latch Removal 
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