
Changes in  
Underground Storage Tank (UST) Training

T he State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) has made changes to the un-
derground storage tank (UST) regulations, California Code of Regulations (CCR), 
Title 23. The “UST Training Plus” regulations became effective May 9, 2004. 

Some major changes include the 
introduction of the “Designated 
UST Operator” and certification 
requirements.

As of January 1, 2005, each UST 
facility owner/operator must sign 
and submit a required formstating 
their facility is in compliance with 
all regulatory and statutory re-
quirements and identify the facili-
ties designated UST operator(s).

The designated UST operator is 
required to train facility employees 
and perform monthly visual inspec-
tions of the facility UST systems.

Monthly inspections include: 
reviewing the alarm history; mak-
ing sure all required testing and 
maintenance has been performed; 

checking all monitoring 
sensors for proper place-
ment (earliest leak detec-
tion); and inspecting all 
sumps, under-dispenser 
containment, and spill 
containment for hazard-
ous substances, water, or 
debris.

Records of the monthly 
inspection and training 
must be available at 
the facility for Ventura 
County Environmental 
Health Division (EHD) 
staff. 

The new regulations 
also established train-
ing certification require-

ments and deadlines. For ex-
ample, designated UST operators 
and UST Installer/Retrofitters 
must pass a certification exam by 
January 1, 2005. 

Additionally, UST Service Tech-
nicians must pass a certification 
exam by July 1, 2005, and UST 
local agency inspectors must pass 
a certified exam by September 1, 
2005. The SWRCB has contracted 

with the International Code Council 
(ICC) to conduct the certification 
exams.

All certifications 
must be re-
newed every 
24 months. 
EHD will re-
quire proof 
of certification 
when perform-
ing any UST in-
spection. Failure 
to provide 
evidence of 
certification 
will result in a violation for the facil-
ity and a failed inspection.
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Mercury Switches in Vehicles

Beginning January 1, 2005, new regulations re-
garding the handling of mercury light switches in 
vehicles will go into effect. The regulations affect 

auto recyclers, scrap metal recyclers who handle vehicles, 
and auto repair shops that handle mercury switches while 
repairing or maintaining vehicles.
Mercury switches are small steel or glass capsules that con-
tain mercury and two electrical contacts. When the switch 
is tilted, mercury rolls from one end of the 
switch to the others where it connects with 
both electrical contacts allowing electricity 
to flow through the switch. Vehicles with 
hood/trunk lights that turn on automati-
cally when the hood/trunk is opened typi-
cally contain mercury switches. 
A complete list of the makes and models of vehicles con-
taining mercury switches does not exist. However, Toyotas 
and Hondas don't have mercury switches; pre-2001 General 
Motors, Ford, and pre-1998 Chrysler vehicles typically do 
contain mercury switches. 
To comply with the new regulations, auto recyclers, scrap 
metal recyclers, and auto repair shops must:
1. Remove mercury switches before a vehicle is crushed, 

baled, or scrapped.
2. Handle removed mercury switches as either Hazardous 

Waste or Universal Waste.
3. Send removed mercury switches to an authorized mer-

cury recycling facility.
All facilities that generate mercury switch waste have on-site 
recordkeeping and storage requirements, but additional 
handling and transportation requirements will depend 
upon how much mercury waste you generate. Additional 
information is available at: http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/Hazard-
ousWaste/Mercury/ 

UST Line Leak Detectors

Effective May 9, 2004, the SWRCB promulgated 
new regulations affecting USTs with double 
walled pressurized piping. 

The CCR, Title 23, Section 2636 requires all USTs with 
double walled pressurized piping to install and main-
tain automatic line leak detectors (LLDs).

The new LLDs must be installed by November 9, 2004, 
and will require an approved UST Modification/Repair 
Permit from EHD.

Additionally, EHD inspectors must witness a pass-
ing simulated leak test to ensure the LLDs are work-
ing properly. A manufacturer certified technician is 
required to perform the LLD test. The LLD must be 
capable of detecting a 3-gallon per hour leak rate at 
10 psi within 1 hour.

An emergency generator tank system meeting the fol-
lowing conditions does not require an LLD:

1. Continuous monitoring of the secondary contain-
ment is provided that includes an audible and visual 
alarm which are activated in the event of a leak or 
monitor malfunction.

2. The system is checked daily.

After November 9, 2004, LLDs on double walled pres-
surized piping must be tested during the EHD-witnessed 
annual monitoring certification. Additionally, the 
owner/operator must file a revised UST Tank Form and 
Monitoring Plan indicating the method used to comply 
with the annual testing requirement for the LLD.

For questions, please contact Bob Hartley at 805/662-
6564 or e-mail at bob.hartley@mail.co.ventura.
ca.us.

Common Hazardous Waste Violations
Shorten inspection time & improve compliance with hazardous waste regulations.

Labeling
Containers storing hazardous 
waste must be clearly labeled 
“Hazardous Waste.”  Labels 
must provide the following 
information: contents 
of container, physi-
cal state, hazardous 
properties, accumu-
lation start date, and 
generator information 
(including name & 
address).

Open 
Containers
Hazardous waste 
containers are to 
be maintained 
closed; un-
less adding or 
removing waste 
– this is to pre-

vent the 
possibil-
ity of a 
release. 

Spillage
Spills are to be prompt-
ly and properly cleaned 
up and disposed. Work 
to eliminate spills and 
provide clean up mate-
rials appropriate for the 
hazardous waste 
stored at your 
site.

Manifest Recordkeeping
Generators are required to maintain 
all hazardous waste manifests/receipts 
and copies should available for re-
view during an inspection. Mail 
blue-colored copies of the 
Uniform Hazardous 
Waste Manifests to 
the Department of 
Toxic Substances Con-
trol within 30 days after 
waste removal. Uniform 
Manifest copies must be signed by the 
treatment/storage/disposal facility.

mailto:bob.hartley@mail.co.ventura.ca.us
http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/HazardousWaste/Mercury/
http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/HazardousWaste/Mercury/
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UST Spill Containment Testing
Annual testing of your UST spill containment is now required under California Health 
and Safety Code, Chapter 6.7, Section 25284.2. 

Ventura County CUPA
CUPAs (Certified Unified Program Agencies) administer the following six 
programs: Hazardous Materials Business Plan, Hazardous Waste, Tiered 
Permit, Underground Storage Tank (UST), California Accidental Release 
Program (Cal-ARP), and Aboveground Petroleum Storage Tank (APST) 
programs. 

In 1997, Cal-EPA certified EHD as a CUPA. The City of San Buenaventura 
(Ventura) Fire Department and City of Santa Paula Fire Department signed 
on with EHD as Participating Agencies (PAs) and administer some programs 
within their respective cities. The City of Oxnard Fire Department is a separate 
CUPA and administers the six programs within the Oxnard city limits.

CUPA Programs & the Administering Agencies

PROGRAMS

VENTURA COUNTY 
EHD (CUPA) *

VENTURA CITY FIRE 
(PA)

SANTA PAULA CITY FIRE 
(PA)

OXNARD CITY FIRE

(CUPA)
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
BUSINESS PLAN

X X X X

HAZARDOUS WASTE X X 

TIERED PERMIT X X 

CAL – ARP X X X X 

UNDER GROUND 
STORAGE TANK

X X
X

ABOVE GROUND 
STORAGE TANK

X X X X 

*  EHD provides oversight for unchecked programs.

Billing Questions:
CUPAs issue the annual CUPA invoices, so depending on your location 
you may see invoices that reflect only CUPA fees or CUPA and PA fees. For 
billing or program questions, please contact the appropriate agency.

The annual testing requirement 
became effective January 1, 
2003 and is intended to deter-

mine the spill containment’s ability 
to contain a hazardous substance 
until it is detected and cleaned up. 
All spill containers are required to 
be tested, including those contained 
within a fill sump.

EHD recommends annual test-
ing of spill containment to be 
conducted concurrently with the 

annual monitoring equipment 
certification. Combining these two 
tests will reduce facility down time 
and facilitate UST record keeping 
requirements.

A hydrostatic test method with a 
minimum duration of 30 minutes 
is required. Secondary containment 
protocol may also be used. Other 
alternative test methods must be 
approved by EHD prior to testing. 
Fuel may not be used as a test 

fluid for direct-bury spill contain-
ers. Any observable drop in liquid 
level is considered a failed test.

Test results should be recorded on 
the State’s Secondary Containment 
Reporting Form, Summary page, 
and Section 9. Also, it should be 
indicated on this form if spill 
containers are direct-bury.

Test results must be submitted to 
EHD within 30 days. Copies of the 
test results need to be maintained 
at your facility for a minimum 
of 36 months. Test protocol can 
be viewed at: www.ventura.org/en-
vhealth/programs/cupa/docs/hzust-
spill.doc

A spill container that fails testing 
must be repaired and retested using 
the same test method that detected 
the failure. 

Depending on the nature of repairs, 
a Modification/Repair Permit from 
EHD may be required. EHD will 
not allow fuel deliveries to a UST 
that has a direct-bury spill con-
tainer that has failed testing. 

A permit application can be ob-
tained at the EHD office or at: www.
ventura.org/envhealth/programs/cupa/
docs/ustmod.doc.

If you have any questions, please con-
tact Rick Bandelin at 805/622-6553 
or e-mail at: rick.bandelin@mail.
co.ventura.ca.us.

http://www.ventura.org/envhealth/programs/cupa/hzustpgm.htm
http://www.ventura.org/envhealth/programs/cupa/docs/hzustspill.doc
http://www.ventura.org/envhealth/programs/cupa/hzustpgm.htm
mailto: rick.bandelin@mail.co.ventura.ca.us



